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Many young Catholics in Hong Kong do not attend Catholic schools, and 
many Catholics, both young and old, lack opportunities to dive deeper into 
the rich traditions and teachings of our Church. 

ACTS Hong Kong is an innovative mission to young Catholics and all who seek 
God, in partnership with Ampleforth College. We aim to provide a place for 
Catholics to explore and examine the teachings of our faith, in an atmosphere 
of open hospitality and welcome.

ACTS Hong Kong is preparing to offer a full course in Christian Theology 
(including a study of Roman Catholic Ethics and St. Mark’s Gospel) as taught at 
Ampleforth College. We plan to begin in September 2016, for both teenagers 
and adults. In this taster lesson, we present one topic from the Ethics course, 
so that you can experience a class first hand, and decide if you would like to 
enrich your learning by joining us for the full course.

Our teenagers, and most of us, are lucky to live in a time of peace and with 
a stable government, but the world is a volatile place. Watching the News 
reminds us that conflict is never far away. This event is an opportunity to 
look at the world we live in through the eyes of our faith, and to examine the 
experience of war in the light of carefully considered moral values.
  
COME AND SEE, and begin your spiritual journey with the Benedictines 
of Ampleforth and ACTS Hong Kong.

Why should I attend this event?

For more information and to sign up
please go to our upcoming events page at our website

www.acts.hk | www.facebook.com/ACTSHongKong 
+852 9347 9844 | info@ acts.hk

341 King’s Road, Room 901-4, 9/F, Hang Seng North Point Building, North Point, HK
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Mr. Simon Hull

The aim of this class is to provide students 
with a stimulating introduction to classical 
Just War theory. After considering the issue 
of war from a range of ethical perspectives, 
students will be presented with challenging 
hypothetical situations and will be asked to 
say what they would do in each. Students will 
be taught how to employ moral reasoning 
in order to support their opinions, and will 

be challenged to defend their positions in 
the context of a group debate. Real-life case 
studies will also be discussed, including 
in particular the decision to drop atomic 
bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki during World War. By the end of 
the class, it is hoped that students will have 
an enriched understanding of when, if ever, 
war can be morally justified.

In this lecture, Just War theory will be 
applied to one of the most controversial 
decisions in history: the decision to drop 
a second atomic bomb on Japan just three 
days after the first had reduced the city 
of Hiroshima to ashes. Nagasaki was the 
target for this second bomb, a city with a 
rich Christian history comparable in many 
ways to Macau. By a tragic twist of fate, the 
bomb scored a direct hit on Nagasaki’s 
Catholic cathedral, leaving it in ruins and 

killing approximately 8,000 of the 12,000 
Catholics in that part of the city. Following 
a detailed engagement with both Just War 
theory and the testimonies of survivors, 
lecture participants will be encouraged to 
reflect on how a Catholic should seek to 
respond to the decision to bomb Nagasaki, 
as well as on the related question of whether, 
from a Catholic perspective, the use of an 
atomic bomb can ever be morally justified.

Simon Hull is a lecturer at Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University in Kyushu, 
Japan. He holds degrees from the University of Cambridge and Harvard 
University, and taught Theology at Ampleforth College prior to moving to East 
Asia. He is closely involved in Japan’s current bid to list Nagasaki’s churches as 
UNESCO World Heritage sites, and recently published an article in The Japan 
Times on this issue. He also translates documents for the Archbishop of Nagasaki 
from Japanese to English, some of which are sent to the Vatican. He has a special 
interest in Catholicism in Asia, especially Nagasaki and Macau.

Speaker/Facilitator for both events


